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REVIEWS 

UMLAUT UND BRECHUNG IM ALTSCHWEDISCHEN von Axel 
Kock. Lund, Mai 1916. Pp. V + 391. 

This book has been translated into German from the Swedish manuscript 
of the author by two of his friends and colleagues. It has arisen in part out 
of a number of his previous contributions to leading Swedish and German 
philological journals, in part out of the study of the investigations of other 
scholars. The author announces in the preface that the subject will be further 
treated in the first half volume of the third part of his Svensk ljudhistoria, which 
is to appear within a few months. 

The present work treats of mutation and breaking in Old Swedish, but the 
corresponding developments in the other Old Scandinavian languages have 
been carefully discussed, so that it is in fact a valuable comparative treatment 
of mutation and breaking in Old Scandinavian. 

This is a large comprehensive work treating of every phase of the subject. 
While the author announces further treatment in his Svensk ljudhistoria, it 
seems probable that the present book will become the standard work of ref- 
erence on this subject. The later work will contain more Old Swedish examples, 
but the present book treats more fully of the other Old Scandinavian lan- 
guages, and thus becomes a well-rounded treatise valuable for its wide range 
and scientific precision. 

The 323 large pages of the book are not so much characterized by a heaping 
up of materials as by a discriminating use of materials, so that more space can 
be devoted to the scientific explanation of the development of the sound changes 
treated. Great care is given to the chronology of these developments and to their 
geographical spread. The treatment of these changes is unusually clear and 
convincing. It becomes perfectly evident that /-mutation of e, as in Old Swe- 
dish "girna," to desire, from Pre-Norse "gernian," and ö-mutation, as in Ice- 
landic "heftan," hence, from here, from Pre-Norse "hitSan," are Pre-Norse, not 
Pre-Germanic developments. The frequent comparison of these older con- 
ditions with their corresponding modern forms adds great practical value to 
the study and greatly extends the range and usefulness of the book. 

The bringing together of mutation, as in " girna " from "gernian," and 
breaking, as in Old Swedish "biarg", mountain, from Pre-Norse "berga," is quite 
appropriate, for, as becomes evident everywhere in this book, the two develop- 
ments are closely related, as in both cases the changes consist of the assimila- 
tion or partial|assimilation of the stem vowel to the vowel in the next syllable. 

The large index of 57 pages, containing the individual words treated, and the 
carefully prepared table of contents place the rich stores of the book at the 
disposal of thejreader. 

George 0. Curme. 
Northwestern University. 
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